ESSAYS: POLITICAL AND NATIONAL
winter forage of their goats and sheep, and'
which are now being cut, because travellers
prefer oak fires, also with the daily increasing
encroachments of the Forest Department
upon the rights of the people, but I cannot
go into them now. Suffice it to say that,
because they are too ignorant and inarticulate
to defend themselves, the people of the hills
are being exploited and wronged in every
direction. I should be delighted if some one
in authority would challenge this statement.
Let us row turn to the bar and rasad
given to administrative officials on tour. Things
were better this year, but our hill men say
that when the Deputy Commissioner or
Political officer goes on tour, every one with them
expects to be treated as a Deputy Commis-
sioner also. The best cows are collected at
the stage (without payment to the owners)
that they may all have plenty of milk, the
various states along the road are expected to-
supply ponies that they may all ride. These
also are not paid for. Those whose cows
are not token must supply milk free, those-
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